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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Delayed by Design 
Why I Can Trust God’s Timing
Exodus 13:17-18; 14:10-14
Question: If God hears my prayers immediately, and has the power to do something about it, why the delay?

In other words … Why does a good and all-powerful God, who could answer our prayers immediately, often delay and not respond “on time” from our perspective? 
Why are there sometimes delays in things I desperately pray for?

Reason #1 - Sometimes, the circumstances are not right. 

Ecclesiastes 3:1: “There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven
Reason #2 - Sometimes, I am not ready.

James 4:3: Yet even when you do pray, your prayers are not answered, because you pray just for selfish reasons. 

John 16:12: I have much more to say to you, but right now it would be more than you could understand. 

Reason #3 - Sometimes, “Not yet” is still God’s reply. 

Ecclesiastes 3:11: God makes everything happen at the right time … 

Why I should trust God’s timing
1.
God doesn’t always do the obvious but He 
always does what’s best. 

Exodus 13:17a: When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them on the road through the Philistine country, though that was shorter.
A 3D moment - “A divinely designed delay in life.” 

2.
God can see what I can’t see. 

Exodus 13:17b: For God said, “If they face war, they might change their minds and return to Egypt.”

Only God can see the big picture. Sometimes a delay is necessary to fit into God's big picture plan.

3.
If I get ahead of God, instead of waiting on 
God, I can make a mess instead of getting 
blessed. 

Exodus 13:18: So God led the people around by the desert road toward the Red Sea. The Israelites went up out of Egypt armed for battle.  

Why settle for less when God can give you the best?

What to do while waiting
1.
While waiting, don’t give in to fear.

Exodus 14:10: As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians, marching after them. They were terrified and cried out to the Lord.


_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.
While waiting, don’t give in to fret.
Exodus 14:11: They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to die? What have you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt?”
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.
While waiting, don’t give in to fatigue.
Exodus 14:12: Didn't we say to you in Egypt, “Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians”? It would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!
4.
While waiting, don’t forget God’s faithfulness. 
Exodus 14:13-14: Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see again. The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be still.”

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Today’s take-aways 

What I’ve learned today that I can take with me 
and put into practice

(1)
Waiting on God is the ability to not take a step until God says so. 

(2)
What I need in a time of waiting is not so much 
patience as purpose. I need to believe that while I 
am waiting, God is working.

(3)
Waiting on God is always worth the wait.

Perspective

“Looking back, I can see why it was -- when it was – and why it wasn't sooner.”  
